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Socio-cultural Characteristics of Online Identity Names

Online identity names, a.k.a. Internet nicknames, are those names which
individual participants use in their communication in virtual space in order
to signify themselves as conversation agents. Attributed to the intrinsic
nature that users themselves are the name givers, the online identity names
entail a wide variety of facets of self-identity.

This study on the online identity names consists of the following parts:

In chapter 2, first of all, the characteristics of online identity names are

examined and classified as is given below, particularly, in comparison with

nicknames in an ordinary sense.

Kim, In—taek

nicknames

online identity names

agents in naming

(other) community

user himself/ herself

member(s)
space for their use real space virtual space
sustainabili . .
. =l sustainable tentative
in use
language :
. guag spoken language written language
in use
directionality bidirectional unidirectional
expressive . . .
. flexibl 1f-displ
characteristics exible self-displaying
path for cognition auditory visual

In chapter 3, based on the above classification, the formative characteristics
of online identity names are investigated, particularly, knowing that the

formation of the Internet nicknames is enabled by means of written




characters. Subsequently, an array of Internet nicknames are divided into
several different types according to the naming agents’ specific ways of
expressing their self identity.

In the fourth chapter, the interpretation of the socio—cultural phenomena
present in the Korean language community is made in accordance with certain
specific tendencies shown in the naming of Internet nicknames.

While one may argue that those online identity names are made and used
by the netizens who only work in cyber spaces, what is noteworthy is the
fact that the social and cultural phenomena unique to a language community
are reflected in those names.

Through the online identity names, there are, at least, two major
socio—cultural phenomena that we can infer:

Firstly, there is no fixed norm or formalism when it comes to the methods
of gaining self identity, which reflects the care—free attitude and mindset of
the netizens (i.e. free-spirited culture).

Secondly, most of the Internet nicknames take the form of parodies and,
also, imply negative meanings mainly. This indicates that netizens must have
some kinds of complaints toward the society and that they may have a
tendency of little self-validation.

Key-words : Internet nicknames (Online Identity Names), virtual space,
agents in naming, self identity, letter alignment

unidirectionality, parody, the socio—cultural dimension
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