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The Double Meaning of the a Country Village Intellectual's Desires

Seen in Nanhakmong

Park, Eun—Jeong

Nanhakmong is a novel written in Chinese letters by Jeong—Taeun, an
intellectual who lived in a country village in late 19th century. On the surface
it says about ideology, but it implies the changes of reality under the surface.
This study aims at examining the true meaning and reason of the double
meaning from the point of desire. The first desire was achieving fame
inherited from Confucianism, which was a compulsory desire. This was
reflected through protection of ideology, political interest, prosperity of his
family, and the use of Chinese letters. The second desire was the desire to
write, which was an optional desire. This was revealed through observation
about women'’s society and seeking a writing method. These two desires do
not coexist simply, but they collide and conflict in the novel. Each exposes
its own limits through the respective hidden side. The poor reality of the
writer, the consciousness of a country village intellectual who could not follow
the social changes, the pursuit of a novel, and the age of 20s are all important
keywords that help us understand the double meaning of Nanhakmong because

this work was a result of the conflicts among them in the writer’s inner world.

Key-words : Nanhakmong, Jeong—Taeun, country village intellectual, a novel

written in Chinese letters, desire, double meaning
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