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Byeokso Lee Yeongmin and Suncheonga

Kim, Yong—Chan

In the Gasa Suncheonga, ancient history on various geographical names and
historical persons related to Suncheon area are encapsulated. This work was
created in 1930 or so by Byeokso Lee Yeongmin who lived and worked in
Suncheon. Various scenic spots and places of historic interest in Suncheon area
are introduced in this work. The objective of the creation of this work was
to introduce the nature and history of Suncheon and to demonstrate the
historical importance of Suncheon by having it be sung by Pansori singers as
a Heoduga—style song.

Lee Yeongmin, the author of Suncheonga, was an educator, calligrapher and
independence movement leader. Adopting socialism as his ideology early, he
took part in peasant movement for peasants laid under miserable
circumstance. In 1920s, he led peasant movement in Suncheon, resulting in
imprisonment for two years by Japanese imperial power. He was also an
active supporter of Pansori singers playing an important role in making Pansori
remain in existence during the Japanese imperial period. As the surveillance
of Japanese imperial power became more severe after his release from prison,
he focused on culture movement. He met famous contemporary musicians,
wrote Chinese poems on their music, and took photographs of themselves
with the background of those poems.

Lee Yeongmin was proud of civilization of his hometown Suncheon, which
is believed to have motivated creation of Suncheonga to introduce Suncheon
to people. Suncheonga helps understand Suncheon deeply because it contains
introduction to a variety of aspects of Suncheon including its nature, civilization

and people. Not limited to simply mentioning geographical names, the author
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expressed his resistant consciousness against Japanese Imperialism in
Suncheonga in his own way. It is concluded that Suncheonga was written to

introduce the author’s hometown Suncheon and express his love to Suncheon.

key-words : Suncheonga, Byeokso Lee Yeongmin, Heoduga, Pansori supporter,

Civilization of Suncheon etc.
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