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Modernity in Chollima Period Novels and Creation of the Archetype

of Chollima Movement Leaders

Kim, Jin—A

This study aims at discussing modernity in novels written in the Collima
movement period and examines the archetype of Chollima movement leaders.
On November 27, 1960, Kim Il Sung ordered writers and artists to shape the
features of Chollima movement leaders properly through an instruction
"Create literature and art fit for the Collima Period” Therefore, it was very
important for the literature in that period to truthfully reflect the reality in
the period and to create the archetype of Chollima movement leaders.

A prerequisite for shaping the Chollima leaders was to realize modernity.
Modernity is be premised on the true reflection of real life. Along with strong
criticism against schematism, reflection of a rapidly changing reality in the
Chollima movement period was continuously discussed throughout the period.
Writers continued to maintain the relationship with the people actively
participating in local secondment projects led by the communist party.
Meanwhile, with the modernity issue being constantly raised, a lot of works
based on true stories or commendable episodes were created during that
period in North Korea.

In those works, Chollima leaders came to the forefront of a battle to
construct a socialist society, creating miracles in every aspect of life. In
addition, they played a role to revolutionary reform and cultivate the ideology
of the people by fighting against various carryovers from the past. After all,
Chollima movement leaders were depicted as positive example of the working

labor class who do their best in their mission and communist archetype.
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