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The Portrait of the Modern Subject That does not Reflect on Itself
- A Study on Jo, Yeon-hyun's Criticisms in the 1950s -

Park Geun—Ye

This study examined physiology criticism that contradicts the
methodology and logic, and humanism, the literary spirit, as the structural
principles of Jo, Yeon-hyun’s criticism on the basis of Jo’s literary criticisms
in the 1950s that sought to find the values of criticism through the
valuelessness of criticism.

Physiology criticism opposes lifeless criticism that produces the same
conclusions by the methodology and logic not accumulate by the subject, and
pursues the creation of values that express and complete the critic’s own
world through the accurate judgment of an object. After all, the
creator-subject remains in a world of subjectivity that excludes the
methodology and logic. Humanism, the literary spirit established through the
exclusion of ideology and ideas, disregards an in-depth exploration of the
subject in the state of anxiety, frustration and desperation by giving absolute
beliefs to the human subject, the object of literature.

The principles of Jo, Yeon—hyun's criticism lack reflection on the subject
as the creator of literature, and the human subject as the object of literature.
The subject that does not reflect on itself finds it difficult to express the spirit
of the 'anti-modern’ whether it is manifested in expressions of irrational
‘physiology’ or desperation and anxiety. The subject believed absolutely and
unlimitedly by Jo, Yeon—hyun's is not the powerless and disrupted subject
that has experienced desperation, but the desirable human being with dignity
and values, and modern subject that ensures the human being is the owner

of the universe by developing scientific technology.
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