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The Circulation of Narrative Poems Called Gasa and the Creation
of a Collection of Works of Gasa in the Late Joseon Era

-Focused on "Gasayukjong(7IAF5%) ;-

Lee, sang—won

This study discovered and introduced the original version of "Gasayukjong
(7 F%%); to academia and examined the circulation of Gasa, the narrative
poem, and the creation of a collection of works of Gasa in the late Joseon era.

Until recently, only copies of "Gasayukjong(7FA%); had been discovered
without anything known about the whereabouts of the original version. Then
the recent discovery of the original version of "Gogeumgagok(237}%); led
the researcher to think that a hand-written collection of works of Gasa titled
FOkruyeonga(£-F217}H); housed at Seoreung division of the Imperial Household
Agency in Tokyo might be the original version of "Gasayukjong(7IAF%);.
Therefore, the researcher acquired and examined related data with reference
to the introduction written by Maema Gyosaku(1868~1942) in 1928 and
identified "Okruyeonga(&%$7h; owned by Asami Rintaro(1869~1943) as
the original version of "Gasayukjong VM F-E),.

FGasayukjong(7MAF%); contains six narrative poems, which were
handwritten through three rounds. In the first round, <Okruyeonga(S%317})>
and <Nonggawollyeongga(s7F#7h)>, long narrative poems for reciting
created by literati called Sadaebu, were written by hand. In the second round,
<Chunmyeongok(Z%3F)>, <Gangchonbyeolgok(Z&H=)> and <Eobusa(]
BAH> were written by hand. These works were initially enjoyed among
Sadaebu but, after the 18th century, they became representative narrative
poems for singing and gained popularity among people in Seoul. In the third
round, <Noinga(:=¢17})> was handwritten. The poem was created by middle
class people at adult entertainment places in Seoul. These six poems show

that as the work to handwrite the poems progressed, the poems gradually
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turned from ideal discourse for Sadaebu into practical discourse enjoyed by

the middle class.

key-words @ Asami Rintaro, Chunmyeongok, Eobusa, Gangchonbyeolgok,
Gasayukjong, Maema Gyosaku, Noinga, Nonggawollyeongga,
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