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An Analysis of the Type and Aspect of Instructor Commentary

Discourse in Writing Instruction

Lee, Jae—Ki

This study aims to analyze the type and aspect of instructor commentary
discourses on the drafts student wrote. The analysis of the instructor
commentary discourses by its function reveals the frequency of directing(61.5%),
evaluating(28.7%), suggesting(0.4%), questioning(0.1%6), emoting(0.05%6). We
may say that current instructor commentary discourses are somewhat monologic.

The analysis of the instructor commentary discourses by its topic reveals the
frequency of expression(77.9%), content(15.5%), organization(0.7%). Instructors
generally offer the feedback focusing on expression, not on organization.

On the basis of the quantitative analyses, this study analyzes the
qualitative nature of instructor commentary discourses. It reveals the
instructor revision(response) methods which have acknowledged as effective
are considerably suitable. This study also identify each commentary
discourse’s educational signification, and the side effect of commentary
discourse on writing development.

Based on the research finding, this study suggests three proposal. They
are as follows: 1) More dialogic types of commentary discourses such as
suggesting, questioning, emoting are needed. 2) positive and explicit
responses are more effective. 3) Commentary discourses focusing on content,

organization, rhetorical issues(theme, reader, necessity) are needed.



key-words : commentary discourse, instructor comment, instructor/faculty

feedback, response, revision, writing evaluation, writing

instruction
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