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/j/ Addition and Differentiation of Dialects of Jeollnamdo

Kang, Hui—suk

This study aims to identify characteristics of /j/ addition and aspects of
differentiation of dialects of Jeollnamdo. For the purpose, it examined
characters of /j/ addition in Korean linguistics which exists as a case of
relexicalization due to diachronic development of Korean language.

As a result, it was found that /j/ addition is a unconditional change
irregardless of specific phonetic conditions and has been used for various
grammatical categories such as verbs or adverbs including uninflected words.
Then it was discovered that there are motives and reasons why the ranges
of its addition and dropping which have occurred under certain conditions
have been expanded even to unconditional environment.

This study analysed what aspect /j/ addition has in dialects of Jeollanamdo
and how the dialects with /j/ addition have been differentiated. It discovered
that it was productively applied for dialects with /a, eo/ as vowels of stem
ending and limitedly for dialects with /o/ as a stem ending vowel, but for
uninflected words, it was used after stem ending vowels of some verbs or
adverbs. There was a considerable difference in its application. It was realized
the most actively in the northeast area of Jeollanamdo while its southwest
area had the lowest rate of its application. Therefore, it was demonstrated
that there is a possibility that /j/ addition works as an important factor in

deciding the dialect areas of Jeollanamdo.
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