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A Study on the letters of TongShinSa. in WooNyeomJaeSooSeo

Han, Tai—moon

The WooNyeomJaeSooSeo(ifi/aEF2) is a collection of Bong-Hwan
Lee’s letters written in Hangul and included in the "KeunJoNaeGanSeonGi A
AfiE)" edited by Byeong—-Ki Lee. It consists of 25 letters: 19 letters sent
to Bong-Hwan Lee’s mother and 6 letters sent to his wife.

The above 19 letters are related to Bong-Hwan Lee’s participation in
TongShinSa. In 1747, Bong—-Hwan Lee, who made his mark by writing poetry
and prose in Korea, as a clerk participated in TongShinSa, which celebrated
Teshige Dokugawa’s succession of shogun(i%). Lee frequently exchanged
Hangul letters with his mother which inquired after each other while fulfilling
his duties in TongShinSa. In particular, the letters which he exchanged with
his family made lesson his loneliness and fear and played a role of the only
link between his family and him, in the dispatched diplomatic delegation
where his life and death could not be predicted. The letters related to
TongShinSa in the WooNyeomJaeSooSeo were formed as above.

The TongShinSa-related letters in the WooNyeomJaeSooSeo contains the
followings: (1) Bong-Hwan Lee’s deep love for his mother which can be
drown from what he frequently asked after his mother, (2) his careful
consideration for his family and asking them to send him things necessary
for his duties in the diplomatic delegation, (3) his self-respect pride on
participating the diplomatic delegation and expectation for the incorruptible
diplomatic envoy, and (4) his detailed reports on significant things of his
experiences in the diplomatic delegation.

The TongShinSa-related letters in the WooNyeomJaeSooSeo is the first

collection of Hangul letters written by attendants of the envoy TongShinSa,
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as shown above. Therefore, the WooNyeomJaeSooSeo will become one of
valuable cultural heritages through which we can concretely look into not
only interests of the then attendants of TongShinSa but also stories between

the attendants’ families and them.

Key-words : WooNyeomJaeSooSeo, Tongshinsa, Bong-Hwan Lee, letter,

Reciprocating prose and poetry
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