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A Study on the Kang Ik's Life, Scholarship and Literature

Moon, Beom—Doo

Kang Ik is a Confucian scholar and teacher from Hamyang, Kyungnam-Do
in Josun Dynasty. He wouldn't be in government service, but he made a living
as typical confucian scholar for his whole life. He always had the moderate
life style, observed the confucian rules thoroughly and made a study in
Chinese classics. And he left the creative literary works, even if not much.
And the purpose of this thesis is to understand his life, scholarship and
literature.

Kang Ik was taught by a teacher who lived in hometown at first.
Afterward, he took lessons from Jo Sik who was a Confucian leader in
Youngnam province. It hade his study be deeper, him get ideological direction
and make many friends who had studied under Jo Sik.

He went deep into the study in 'Internal Learning’. Internal Learning
means the study method which have the purpose of preventing the external
desire and recovering the human moralistic nature. And he had special
knowledge about Confucian rules and tried to inherit and teach Confucian
leaning for his students. His best achievement was to build the Namgye
Seowon, which was a kind of school to teach students and worship Jung
Yeo-chang who was one of the most famous scholars in Josun Dynasty. This
shows his passion to preserve and respect former scholars’ learning.

Kang Ik left just two prose works. But they are so good things which have
the perfect plots, delicate expressions and clear central meanings. His poems
mainly use the materials which can get from nature; moon, stream, rock and
wind etc. His poems have two types. One type express the nature as means

to recover the moralistic mind. The other type regard the nature as the place
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which give us pleasure and freedom. But the basic mind of the two types
is same. This is, his poems show the joy and pleasure through experiencing
human sole and pure nature which don’t be contaminated by any external
things.

Key words : Kang Ik, Namge traditional school, Jo Sik, Confucian group. Jung
Yeo-chang
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