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A Study on Subject of the Contemporary Application and Spirit of

the times in <Heosaengjeon>

Kim, Su—Jung

Yeonam Park Ji-won narrated <Heosaengjeon> for the first time in 1780,
going to Yeolha and back where the Emperor of Qing Dynasty stayed, and
included it in "Yeolhailgis, his travel essay after he made it a novel. The
motivation was the thought that we should train talent and engage active
trade based on pragmatism because the presence of Qing Dynasty is
pronounced. It was common spirit of the times that Silhak scholars pursue
including Yeonam.

This spirit is worth being applied to modern times that two—hundred years
have passed since that period. First, it’s raise and engage of talent. The reason
why China was afraid of us was an abundance of human resources. The
engagement of talent who have the bandwidth to accept the trend of literature
of a new era will be the key to the right realization of future societies.

Second, 1it's the sense of responsibility for a civilized society.
<Heosaengjeon> is concerned about the situation that civilization is contrary
to happiness. It contains the will that we should form a happy society
emphasizing social responsibility and morality of intellectuals. The realization
of spirit of modern 'noblesse oblige’ has relevance to this.

Third, it’s the formation and development of community of East Asia. The
prophetic idea that Korea, China and Japan, three countries should welcome
the future through community solidarity is in it. Thus, <Heosaengjeon> is
a literary work that has futuristic value in the way that it emphasized that

Korea would be the center of three countries on its own initiative.
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