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A Study of Spatial Perception in Joo Young-Seop's Senarios

Kim, Gyeong—Nam

This study aims to look at the desire of the colonized that could be found
behind the collaborative appearance amid Japanese colonial discourse by
analyzing the spatial meanings in Joo Young-Seop’s scenarios, The Wilderness
and The Blue Sky. These two works were written to capture the image space
of the open plain and infinite sky on camera, transcending ’Joseon as a
colony,” which was depicted as a space with lethargy. As all the negative
images of the corruption and lethargy are the phenomena in 'Joseon’
represented by 'Seoul,” Joo Young-Seop sought for space outside 'Seoul.’
The results lead to a discovery of the space, 'Manchu,” which is described
as 'hometown’ ot ’the second hometown.” However, the images of
"hometown’ and 'Manchuia’ in the works present abundancy and
romanticism that are far away from the real situations of rural areas and
Manchu in the 1940s. The works can be read as those work which glorified
Japanese colonial policies in that they are in the same vein with agricultural
imperialism based on Unison of Five Peoples and Utopian Kingdom. However,
here arises the very difference between being a Japanese and being like a
Japanese. The protagonist’s perspective toward 'hometown’ and
"Manchuria’ reveals what the object of the desire of the colonized is. After
all, it can be said that Joo Young-Seop’s actions are those which reflect
"colonial unconscious’ through voluntary imitation of Japan that was settled
as a 'civilization.” Still, in reality we mirror ourselves in ’the other’ of
‘civilization,” and even the position of 'half-blooming’ that seeks for its
reflection in the mirror of 'the savage’ can be realized through Japanese

imperialism. Thus, "hometown’ and 'Manchuria’ which the forbidden desire
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found out cannot but be the space of fantasy that does not exist in reality.

Key-words : "The Wildernesss, "The Blue Sky, image space, rediscovered

local(folk) place, colonial unconscious, desire of the colonized
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