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Basic concept for photographic image's rhetoric
P P grap g

Park, Pyung—Jong

The aim of this study is to propose a ‘grammar’ of photographic image.
One of the primary characteristics of the contemporary culture is the ubiquity
of the photographic image which is based on the mass reproduction and the
distribution. Therefore, the ‘grammar’ of photographic image has an effect
on modern people’s "habitus’.

Compared with the languages, the ‘grammar of the image is not
systematic. And also it is too difficult to make his own rules because of the
image’s discontinuity. That’s why this study is to make clear the mechanical
principles of the image’s production and the basic concepts for reading the
photographic image. It allows far more the comprehension for the following
research.

Photographs foreshorten the spaces with optic devices named camera
obscura. This device originally is used for obtaining the scientific knowledge
and gradually for drawing the pictures in great details. The resemblance is
the second effect as drawing the spaces with this device. A photograph is
very similar to the real appearance. This resemblance results from the conical
projection system. The other hand, the photographic resemblance has the
indication which refers to the representative object. After Barthes, it is the
denotative signification of the photography without distinction the signifiant
and signifier. However, the meaning of photography is not only the denotative
message but also the connotative meaning. This extension comes from the

image'’s rhetoric.

Key-words : Camera obscura, Rhetoric of image, Perspective, resemblance,
indication
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