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The poetic and the cinematic in colonial period

Oh, Moon—Seok

From early 1900’s cinema have been imported into colonial Chosun.
However genuine Chosun Movie started from Kino-Drama <Urijeok Guto(3&
Ay fiisf)> in 1919. By that times, movie's function has confined into
supporting the dramatic play. At last movie's liberation from the parasitic
life realized in Na Un-kyu's <Arirang> in 1926. It produced the new narrative
style, 'cinematic novel’. Meanwhile ’cinematic poetry’ was a strange word.
At that time Im wha and Kim Ki-rim recognized the power of cinema.
Therefore they wanted to reveal the possibility of 'cinematic poetry’. Im Wha
played as a screen actor several times. So his new experimental poetry, "short
epic” style reflected that empiricism of actor. His 'cinematic poetry’ adopted
the 'connection montage’ which was the cinematic cutting skill created by
Pudovkin. But Kim Ki-rim accepted the growth of cinema as the sign of poetic
collapse. He wanted to renovate a poetic tradition, and then introduced the
cinematic montage skill, especially 'conflict montage’ proposed by Eisenstein.
Im Wha and Kim Ki-rim tried to change the poetic style with the help of
the cinematic montage skill. However Russian theory of montage and Russian
formalism movement together aimed at the accomplishment of 'the poetic’
at each part. Besides their theory concealed the impact of Oriental origin.
Oriental culture helped the West modern culture to rejuvenate. Likewise
cinematic montage skill hid an impact of the poetic. But the poetic direction
to the cinematic revealed the hidden origin of that cinematic skill. Im Wha

and Kim Ki-rim performed that role.

Key-words : the poetic, the cinematic, Im Wha, Kim Ki-rim, montage,

imagism, short epic
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