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The Critical Investigation of Karatani Kojin's Criticism

Oh, Hyung—Yup

The purpose of this writing is to examine Karatani Kojin's Criticism in
viewpoint of synthetic rhetoric, and to investigate the special quality and
problem critically. We investigate principle of 'transcritique’ that is point of
methodology laying stress on philosophical thought of Karatani Kojin, and
examines 'origin and death of modern literature’ critically laying stress on
his literary theory. It makes important segment of this writing that
investigates Karatani Kojin's methodology of ’transcritique’ with
methodology of ’‘rhetoric of argument’ of Chalm Perelman - Lucie
Olbrechts-Tyteca, Stephen Toulmin, James Crosswhite as well as 'rhetoric
of figure’.

Karatani Kojin regards Kant's philosophy and Marx's plutonomy each as
"transdendental criticism’ in Transcritique. 'Transdendental criticism’ forms
strong parallax between inside and outside by bolts from internal form of
one individual and searches the possibility condition. Point of this criticism
methodology is that secure other’s gaze from outside. 'Transcritique’
includes secondary work that converse code mutually Kant's criticism and
Marx's criticism.

Karatani Kojin regards architecture as one metaphor, that is, will to
construct something, and handle to one system that various formalization is
created in Architecture as Metaphor-Language, Number, Money. He keeps
"architecture as metaphor’-'formalism’-"solipsism’ to same meaning , and
requests other’s gaze as method that pass over this. It means introducing
"asymmetric relation’ that Ludwig Wittgenstein introduced ’other’. Karatani

Kojin’s methodology of ’transcritique’ that introduced Wittgenstein's
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thought has fixed similarity and difference of with methodology of 'rhetoric
of argument’ in modern rhetoric.

Karatani Kojin regards unification of the written and spoken language,
sighting of scenery - the inside - child, confession system as the thing
happened from systematic device of 'nation-state’ in Orgin of Japanese Modern
Literature. He thicks that special quality of modern literature that is
represented to novel is realism, the possibility condition is idea of 'geometrical
perspective’ and 'objective description by third person’. Karatani Kojin
regards that there is epoch-making value in realism with 'objective
description by third person’. This special meaning can be summarized as
moral subject of novel or novelist. He regards aspect that these value and
meaning is removed as 'death of modern literature’.

It is as following if Karatani Kojin's criticism contains logical leap or crack.
First, it shows inconsistent reasoning about same fact in literary area inside.
Second, it expose the problem of 'making a part to whole’ that possibility
condition of modern realism novel is extended to whole modern novel
including postmodernism novel, to furthermore whole modern literature.
Third, it shows situation change or loss of sense of balance between literary
area and socio—political area. Fourth, such bold logical rapid progress appears
notedly in case Karatani Kojin tries bolder movement by dening inside of
text and emphasizes outer other of text in process that practice methodology
of 'transcritique’. Fifth, this logical leap occurs juncture that spread idealism
which establish certain transcendent dimension and lacks actuality when
attempt that ignores inside of text and moves to outside is overlaped in several
steps. Sixth, supposing outside of text that is seperated with inside of text

correspond to mistake consisting by dichotomy of formal logic.

Key-words : transcritique, rhetoric of argument, synthetic rhetoric, parallax,
movement, transcoding, architecture as metaphor, language,
number, money, solipsism, origin of modern literature, death of
modern literature, Karatani Kojin, Kurt G6del, Ludwig
Wittgenstein, Chaim Perelman, Stephen Toulmin, James
Crosswhite.
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