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A Study on the Aesthetic Modernity of Death
- Focused on Death of Man Yeong-Gam of Lee Kwang-Soo

Roh, Sang—Rae

The death of Lee Kwang-Soo’s second son, Lee Bong—Geun, brings about
an epoch in Lee Kwang-Soo’'s sense of values. Especially, Death of Man
Yeong-Gam written in Japanese language is a watershed in his literary career,
that is, from a literature as an ideology to a literature as an aesthetic object.

Though it is written in Japanese langage, it is a work of difference with
his previous works in his literary outlook. It can be said that it is adjacent
to the essence of modern novel in that it is not a work of heroic protagonists
such as Ahn Chang-Ho or Lee Soon-Shin and of a nationalistic grand
discourse but a work of 'person’ who is supposed to meet in ordinary lives.
Especially, it is notable that he brings out prominently his spirit as a writer,
with which indicts the pursuit of material immersed in modern societies, and
also with which seeks to deconstruct the false authority of traditional order
in colluded with capital. This literary quality of him is hardly ever seen before.

Lee Kwang-Su acquires an aesthetic modernity of death by way of Man
Yeong-Gam, the protagonist of the novel, who dares any danger including
his own death for supreme and purest love. This aesthetic modernity means
a modernity of his literary outlook. And it has a significant meaning in that
it gives us a basis of anticipation and understanding for his further

development of his novel.

Key-words : Writing on person, Death, Aesthetic modernity, Popularity,

Japanese writing.
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