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The meaning of the adaptations of Chun-hyang Jeon in 1950s

: the cultural transformation and invention of tradition after Korean war

Roh, Ji—Seung

Chun-hyang Jeon has been adapted as novels, drama, cartoon, play, movie
during 20th century. This paper which is focusing on the parody and movie
in early 1950s, intends to analyse how this adaptation reflected the aspect
of transformation in 1950s and what was it’s social function. Two piece of
parody, The life of deviated Chun-Hyang (Talseon Chunhyangjeon) and Nylon
Chunhyangjeon reflected the things related to the popular codes: movie,
America, the Christian religion and sexuality which were shared by the people
at that time. These parodies inserted unfamiliar things(what were changed)
into the familiar story of Chun-hyang Jeon. As a result, the shock which was
caused by unfamilir things(what were changed during the postwar) to the
mass, could be absorbed in the familiar story of Chun-hyang Jeon. In 1930s,
movie Chun-hyang Jeon was also made and became a hit. In case of movie
Chun-hyang Jeon, unlike parodies of Chun-hyang Jeon, represented original text
visually in full. This way to represent premodern world which original text
organized, is the characteristic of movie Chun-hyang Jeon which had been
produced repeatedly from the colonial period. By the contrast with parodies
of Chun-hyang Jeon, movie Chun-hyang Jeon represented the world which are
supposed that people know well. Therefore, movie Chun-hyang Jeon made
spectators(the mass) feel more comfortable than in case of Talseon
Chunhyangjeon and Nylon Chunhyangjeon. Although there were some differences
in each version about the way to mix old ones and new ones, it had same
function in that these different version made the old ones or what were not

changed or what probably can be called "the tradition” more conspicuous than



S

FH
ol
>

4

El

feio| oM

o]

t 19554

02
_k')j

A
A
02
=
\2
[ee]
<

the new ones or what were changed. By this function of different adaptations

of Chun-hyang Jeon, the disruptive identity caused by cultural transformation
after Korean war, could be sutured.

Keywords : Chun-hyang Jeon, postwar, cultural transformation, America,

movie, disruption of identity, visual representation, inventing
tradition
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