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Between Japanese and Chosun Literature as Institutions

- Focused on an Identity of Seo Doo-soo as a Chosun ‘Japanese Literature Scholar’ -

Park, Kwang—Hyoun

This study traces and examines the career of Seo Doo-soo who tried to
seek his scholastic identity wavering between a Chosun Literature scholar
and a Japanese Literature scholar. It is suggested that due to the limited
consciousness into which a Japanese literary institution forced him, he
couldn’t help being involved in scholastic practices infected with political
influence. He began his career as the first Chosun scholar studying on
Japanese  Literature and went on to be a member of
Cho-sun—uh-mun-hak-hoe(the Association of Chosun Language &
Literature) while groping for his own scholastic identity as both Japanese
teacher and a Japanese Literature professor. In fact, this means that he as
a member of a colonized people was involved in the 'state science(that is,
imperialist ideology)’ which was a crucial part of Japanese Literature as a
institution. That explains why he suffered under the contradiction that a
subject as a scholar was situated in conflict with a scholastic object. Also
in turn, by researching his newly transformed identity as a Korean Literature
professor after the Liberation, we can get to understand retroactively what
it meant that a Chosun person studied Japanese Literature. Certainly, it was
never easy for him to be free of his old identity as a Japanese Literature
scholar. In 1949, Seo Doo-soo left for the U.S. to study in Columbia University
after teaching Korean Literature in Yonhee Joenmun(now, Yonsei University)
and Seoul University. Maybe, this choice to go abroad reflected his hope to
get out of the double restraints as a former Japanese Literature major and

as a scholar confined to Chosun as a place.
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