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A Study on Lee Man-hee's Drama

Han, Ok—Geun

Lee Man-hee, a playwriter, won a prize with the Corpses in Mummy
Never to Disappear in the drama field of the Dong-A Ilbo Spring Literary
Contest in 1990 and took the rostrum. His works were not so significant
except that A Maiden Flight in 1980 and Mundi in 1989 were published. He
as a dramatist didn’t attract people’s attention until It was a Little Darkness
in the Hole of a Wooden Gong was published in 1990. He wrote Please turn
off the light in 1992 and made a success in long performance. It appealed to
theatre as well as brought him up as a good prospect for stage.

A Pig and a Motorcycle and Bloom and Fade Away, Bloom and Fade
Away in 1993 were in print and the following year he won the Yonghee Drama
Award. Turn around and Leave and The Beautiful Street in 1996, which made
him win the Donga Drama Award, made his lodgement as a writer.

Afterwards, Good Fellows, The Beautiful Street, Turn around and Leave,
One born in the Year of Dragon and another of dog and more were
consecutively published. The reasons he can be considered a most
representative writer after the 90s are as follows; first, his thematical sense
to reveal human relationship and esse through philosophical speculation, and
second, the dramatic devices such as a play within a play and a montage.
The third reason is that all his works have been on stage as well as pushed
out the envelope of long performance.

The theatrical view of the playwriter, Lee Man Hee is based on the quest
for life. His topic starts with 'what is the prop which bolsters up his
existence.” Therefore he called a play an art describing humans. Therefore

he is considered to readily treat existential issues through human relations.
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For example, he dealt with fate-related philosophical existential problems
in Mundi, a Pig and a Motorcycle, Please Turn Off the Light and Good
Fellows as philosophical and religious existence, and addressed Buddhistic
existential issues in It was a Little Darkness in the Hole of a Wooden Gong
and Bloom and Fade Away, Bloom and Fade Away.

This characteristic seems to be attributed to his experience in Buddhism,
his devotion to Kierkegaard’s philosophy, and the absurd literature of Samuel
Beckett. This must have caused him to grasp life, literature and drama
abstractly.

Thus Lee Man-hee seems to readily use such devices as a play with
persona and a play within a play in conversational style. Though his works
tend to be in distress and garrulity, the combinational use of these techniques
reflects his unique dramaturgy. And the writer's aggressive participation
through the mixture is clearly revealed in each drama text, which is another
distinct trait of him in drama. Also the meta—dramatic techniques have been

refreshingly estimated as a new prototype in Korean drama.

Key Words : human relation, life, existence, religious esse, trust
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