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A Study on the Traditional Ecological Consciousness in
the Poetry of the 1940s
- With a focus on the poems by Yun Dong-ju and Lee Yuk-sa

Son, Min-Dal

This study set out to review the traditional ecological consciousness in the
poetry of the 1940s through the poems by Yun Dong-ju and Lee Yuk-sa.
The findings will provide some clues to prove how the immanent ecological
consciousness of the traditional thinking system was passed down to the
modern times and to recover modern times disconnected in the study on the
poetry of ecologism.

First, Yu refused human-oriented ideology by setting nature-man
relationships as organic ones. In the traditional thinking system, nature
functioned as a personality to deliver morality to man. Recognizing the
problems with the colonized nation in the modern times of the 1940s, Yu
emphasized restoring the place of nature in the traditional society and leading
a whole life as a human in it, which is different from a simple
nature-friendly attitude.

And Lee contrasted an archetypical and mythical world with nature to
reinforce the hardship of the real world, which is based on his attitude that
the strength to overcome realistic pain is not the matter of emotional
dimension such as regression to the past. It's a different way of perceiving
the world from Yun that saw man and nature as the equal constituents of
ecosystem and tried to identify with nature. Lee depicted humans that failed
to identify with nature in a whole and perfect state and were alienated
because he witnessed the problems of the modern times.

Two of the greatest poets in the 1940s, Yun and Lee rejected
human-oriented tendencies by dealing with man and nature as the equal

elements of ecosystem and presented nature as a mythical world, in which,
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however, man was alienated. Those findings prove that the poets in the 1940s
gradually recognized the problems with the modern times and developed an

attitude of rejecting them.

Key words : ecologism, imagination, Yun Dong-ju, Lee Yuk-sa, views on

nature, organisms, modern times, traditions, archetypes
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