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Re-reading the Modern Ages Finished off by Deviated
Behaviors of the Legends of Scamp Like People

Lim, Jae-Hae

To find out what kind of tendency the increasing number of legends of
scamp like people had in the modern literature and to find out what kind of
modernity was pursued by people enjoying such legends at the time are the
purposes of this discussion. The appearance of scamp like people at the time
shows the premodern reality of talented people failing to fulfill ones' social
duties and end up being scamps. Hence they attempt to dissolute by resisting
to the existing rules and regulations, authority, sense of values and such.

Overthrowing the natural order by wearing linen robe during winter and
padded clothes during summer; making fun of the nobility by exposing their
oppression and falsity while pretending to respect their power. They reversed
the social status system of the nobles and the means. In detail, they stood
against the power abuse of the government officials, challenging the exclusive
rights of the government authority, destroying the medieval order by making
systemic authority impotent and pursued modernity.

They demanded popular, democratic and feminine awakening, by purposely
destroying the medieval sense of values like the status system as well as
rituals for ancestors, avoidance of the opposite sex and female chastity and
breaking up patriarchy. From the point of carrying out the delightful victory
against the order, power and morality of the medieval government, the scamp
like people have heroic appearances. The scamp like people, as the modern
heroes, have their weight on subversion, the overthrowing the existing oder,
unlike the ancient hero's 'creation' and the medieval hero's ‘brutality'.
Therefore, the scamp like people are the heroes of subversion and dissolution,
for the people.

As the subject of subversion, the medieval orders are the status system,
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patriarchal sense of values, systemic authority, Confucianism courtesy and
such. Through the stories of reforming people intentionally resisting against
the existing medieval order, rules, regulation, ethics and such, the people
pursued the modernity of human liberation as they enjoyed the stories of
imaginary revolutions. Considering such modern reformation will, our society
needs to be more free and more reflective and more dissolving. It is towards
the direction of expecting interpretive, critically re-recognizing even the

modern sense of values.

Key word : scamp like people, legend, modernity, medieval order,

modern hero, human liberation
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