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An Introduction to the Culture History of Modern Basic Reader

Gu, Ja-hwang

This study took interest in investigating the “traces of diverse political and
cultural hierarchies” accumulated at the bottom of the scene around basic
readers themselves or the production of basic readers. The ultimate goal was
to reorganize the ways of modern basic readers' historical existence in
specific ways. Examined in the study for the purpose were the major Korean
basic readers issued by the Chosun Government-General and the private basic
readers during the period of Second Education Act.

Although the Korean basic readers issued by the Chosun Government-
General attempted to install the infrastructure(the textbook publication system)
to establish and integrate the same educational system across the nation, they
attracted active criticism both from the teachers and the students, which
means that the Japanese rulers' purport for cultural integration didn't pan out
the way they intended. They made the history of colonized Chosun, but it
was not according to their will. The history of colonized Chosun was not
written in the “environment chosen by the Japanese rulers” but in the
“environment given(or already formed or inherited) in front of them.” The
given environment allowed for the “countercurrent of integration” and created
a room for private basic readers, thus promoting the production system of
private basic readers. In other words, it would call for the dead tradition
anew, stimulate the survival strategy of the colonized people, or serve as a
lever for deterritorialization through the appropriation process.

The letters in the Korean Basic Readers were the results of the introduction
of a reader production system to promote modern communication or overall
literacy or to lecture about “locality.” In the Poetry and Prose Basic Readers,
they covered the letters with “something literary” and the travel sketches with

“something nationalistic” and thus attempted active production of a different
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meaning. That is, they introduced letters to the basic readers as a mechanism
to describe the inside of the readers and stir their desire for beautiful writing.
In the travel sketches, “nature” functioned to increase the readers' nationality
and was “rediscovered.”

The Edition Department of the Chosun Government-General was actively
involved in basic readers. The contents of the basic readers concealed
integration while having the production system of basic readers share with the
private basic readers in terms of materials and systems. That is, the production
system of basic readers made it impossible for the Japanese rulers to simplify
their approaches towards Korean language policies and textbooks in the logic
of dominance/resistance and heteronomy/autonomy. Although the competition
aspect present between plural writings is important, it's necessary to suppose

the ways of coexistence and separation and the mutual influences.

Key words : lecture, basic reader, cultural history of basic reader, system
of basic reader production, production system of basic readers,
literary field, integration of culture, value of introductory

remarks, appropriation, countercurrent of integration
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