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Censorship during the Colonial Period and Studies on

Korean Literature Today

Han, Man-Soo

Korean literature during the Japanese occupation was perceived as not
‘things that are written' but ‘things that could be written'. This is due to the
fact that no piece of literature could be published without passing the
censorship. With that in mind, the purpose of this paper is to examine new
cognitive levels that could be captured when studying Korean literature and
the issues involved with the trends in today's researches as well as resolving
them.

Above all, it is important to stay away from regarding literature as text
when studying literature. In other words, we need to compare ‘what couldn't
be written' (censorship standards) with ‘what could be written' (existing text)
in improving the understanding of ‘what was intended to write'. This will
reveal the fact that a writer's fear of the censorship did not only affect his
choice of words or phrases but also the underlying structure of his literature
including stage settings, plots, characters, and whatnot. Research targets and
research methodologies need to be changed in order to study literature
censorships. First, we need to compare different original copies to determine
research target that are closer to ‘what was intended to write'. While this
idea may not have been practiced widely in the studies on modern Korean
literature, it is an urgent task given the censorship factors. Second, interdisciplinary
studies are required. This includes interdisciplinary studies across journalism,
sociology, and law as well as collaborative studies that overcome the barriers
among the three majors (Korean language, classic literature, modern literature)
within Korean Literature. Words that were banned as per the censorship
standard and the various intertextuality(mostly leveraging classic literature) that

writers used to bypass the censorship need to be resolved through joint
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studies by the Korean language department and classic literature, respectively.

Korean literature in Japanese colonial period, Censorship,

Key words :
Interdisciplinary study, Comparison of texts
stk
S20)8tm 2oj2L8tn} 14

- =
\J
)
)
Ofn
H
=
19
El

T MEA BT ES
M S 02-2260-3155
MA}2H: hanms58@hanmail.net

ol =22 20084 11¥ 13 £115}04
2008 128 207X AlAl2tZ 5104
7 St

20084 12 309 7iede

o
j=
M
Q
HD
2
fol



