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A Study on National Theater of Park Young-Ho

Yoon, Il-Soo

National Theater refers to a theater which reflects national mind which
tries to construct the independent, unified nation on the basis of national
consciousness. Historically, it designates one of the modern movements in the
19th century related with establishment of modern nation in consequence of
the growth of civic consciousness. In Korea, it designates a theater with a
political purpose of making people into subject on the basis of artistry of
theater. Therefore, Governor-General of Korea, issuing the Regulations on
Theater and its Performance(WIFBRI TEERGHBIN), censured strictly the
theatrical company, actor, performance work, and especially, Seizu Naride(
t1551E) make a plan for National Theater.

This thesis is to examine the actual state of National Theater through
works of Park Young-Ho, who was active in the theatrical circles at that
time. In its subject matter, National Theater in the scenary of the fishing and
mining village dealt with common incidents, the construction of the Greater
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, the problems on Chosun people immigrated
to Manchuria, and the historic heroic characters such as Kim Ok-Gyun. With
these subject matters, the imperialist Japan, by reflecting the message on the
construction of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere and the making of
Tenno's subject, realizes his own ambition of aggression. And looking at the
aspect of methodology for spreading such thoughts, under the situation at that
time that people could not enjoy the cultural benefits a lot, in case that the
expression of national policy on National Theater was straightforward, there
might happen a considerable reaction, and naturally the roundabout expression
was arranged, by making the positive characters enter the stage. Besides, the
method of moving the audience is used by putting a sound dream into the

works, or by adding an excellent artistry into it.
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Key words : National Theater, Park Young-Ho, the Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere, Making of Tenno's subject, The doctrines

of Wang Yangming, Governor-General of Korea
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