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The Aspects of Constructions of Conflicts and Variations on Themes

in the Okhwangibong Series

Park, Eun-Jeong

In Okhwangibong, there are three characters, involved in a triangular love
affair. Their relations, however, are not simple or stereotyped. Thus, there are
rooms to interpret each character in varied ways and it causes many
derivations of Okhwangibong. In case of Doaenghaeng, Ju Won Seong is
excluded from the love triangle and Ju Dang takes the place. By doing so,
the focus is given to the moral duty between father-in-law and daughter-
in-law, instead of a man-woman relationship. Doaenghaeng follows the
historic characters seen in Okhwangibong through the reanalysis of Ju Dang
and sticks to the male-centered view by stressing the woman's lack of virtue.
In Chuimisamseonrok, the two women do not hostilely rival each other in
love. Instead, each woman causes conflicts in relations with the husband, and
thus the main focus is given to conflicts between husband and wife. In
course of these conflicts, Chuimisamseonrok raises the matters of children
hidden behind the marital problems and fills the vacancies of a husband
through dynamic women's relations. In Hanjosamseonggibong, the triangular
relation develops into a quadrangular love affair. In result, each relation
becomes simple and the characters are inclined to good and evil, though the
conflicts among them are deepened. In addition, the lack of women's virtue
is strengthened and the logic of the heavenly world continues. That is,
Hanjosamseonggibong reproduces the formal themes of Okhwangibong and
popularizes them. The derivative works of Okhwangibong build up their own
discussions respectively by following the themes of the original work or
raising objections. They are meaningful in that they give the chances to meet

various interests seen in the novels of the late Joseon Dynasty all together.
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