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A Study on Literary Characteristics of 'Self-Portrait's
in the latter half of the 1930s

- Mainly on No Cheon-myeong's(1936), Seo Jeong-ju's(1937) and
Yun Dong-ju's(1939) -

Kim, Kwon-Dong

In the 1930s Korean literature has been undergoing complete changes.
Above all, individualization for dealing with the private world was a notable
appearance. It meant higher voices for writers' self-reflections. And it also
signified literary internal reconsideration against proletarian literature and
excessive sentimentalism.

Under this circumstance, in the latter half of 1930s there appeared many
poems to look into poets' inside in them. Especially, we must point out
'Self-Portrait's among those kinds of works ; 'Self-Portrait’ becomes a link
with which a writer looks for his reality through the language through
self-objectification. Moreover, we can see the ways the world was recognized
and met with by poets in those days, through No Cheon-myeong's(1936), Seo
Jeong-ju's(1937) and Yun Dong-ju's(1939).

We have to draw attention to the fact that three poets would use prose
style in their works. This may provide a clue to each genre's peculiarity we
need to examine. In the 1930s the self-consciousness of genres between
poetry and essays was not clear yet, but this is the same situation as before
even though now we mentions poetical expressions easily.

Essays might be defined as a genre not for a fictitious but for a real
world, while the poetry might be not for expressing idea, feeling, thought, or
experience of the writer as it is but for re-organizing even a poet's infinite
imagination. Therefore, on what aspects individual poets are looking for their
reality through the language in 'Self-Portrait|, it is the very purpose of this
study.
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