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Centrifugal Circumstance and East-Asian countries in
“Story of Choi Cheok”

Shin, Tae-Soo

Characters were thrust in certain direction by circumstances jointed
mutually, in “Story of Choi Cheok”. Writer set up these circumstances as
‘centrifugal circumstance' system, and narrated his writing on basis of this
system. Debated conclusions are as follows.

First, Choi Cheok and his wife traveled five countries such as Korea
(which was Chosun), Japan, Vietnam (which was Annam), and China (which
included both Ming and Ching). As circumstances in the centrifugal system
tried to thrust Choi Cheok and his wife continuously forming relation
network, construction principle of centrifugal system could be thought to act
in “Story of Choi Cheok”.

Second, characters fought back against the system with method of
puncturing the system. Method of puncturing was the ‘warm hearts' of
characters and their cumulative ‘warm hearts' made the 'harsh and stubborn
circumstances' open channels-between finally.

Third, puncturing the system was not accomplished automatically. Choi
Cheok and his wife recognized Chosun to be the most important country
among East-Asian countries and this was possible with setup of 'importance
of self-existence' in the world.

Forth, “Story of Choi Cheok” achieved reality with special structure plot
of taking ‘circumstances' as high and ‘characters' as low. Though conventional
construction principle of centrifugal circumstance was adopted, excellence of
the writing could be obtained by the fact that struggles of characters were

weak but very fierce, while effectiveness of circumstances was powerful.
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Key words : centrifugal circumstance, %% F5(Choi Cheok and his
wife),
Ql=9| wEest okSM|(‘warm hearts' of characters),
SOFM|of M|=i(East-Asian countries), AM&(reality)
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