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Study of the Postcoloniality in Hwang Seok-Yeong's Dramas

Im, Gi-Hyeon

Hwang Seok-Yeong was a playwriter who authored 10 plays as well as
novels. It seems clear that Hwang Seok-Yeong has firmly positioned himself
as a playwriter, as his dramas were met with critical acclaim when presented.
The gap in his output of novel literature during 1980's was filled with the
dramas(plays) instead.

You may raise the criticism that he did not concentrate on the artistry of
the dramas, but rather reflected a hackneyed story, a clear good and evil
structure, and commonplace real circumstances that were mainly derived from
the Madangguk. However, this viewpoint might be a short-sighted view that
did not consider the reality of Korea in the 1970s and 1980s.

From the mid 1970's to the mid 1980's when he wrote the dramas, it was
the climax of the time of new colonial contradictions that provoked the
collapse of the rural economy caused by hasty industrialism and the 5-18
Gwangju Democratic Uprising. Hwang Seok-Yeong opposed these colonial
contradictions through his dramas(Madangguk). His dramas published during
this confused period have a strong finality and propagation in order to promote
the consciousness and awareness of the general public. His dramas performed
on ground instead of on stage also contain strong postcolonial characteristics
such as the denunciations of foreign power, internal colonialization, and anti-
popularization. Through these strategies, he actively used counter-discourses,
traditional conversations, and imaginative geography.

However, the dichotomy plot arising from the exclusive nationalism makes
the reality more simple and contains a problem of repeating the hierarchy
due to modernity, although it shows a strong confrontation. In Spivak's
terminology, this resistance nearly approaches the ‘Strategic essentialism’ that

must pass through.
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Hwang Seok-Yeong's novels published around the year 2000 included "An
Old Gardens sublated these dichotomy characteristics, but headed forward
‘communication’ and ‘polyphony'. I expect to see his well-matched drama
works with those novels. I am sure that his creating such dramas is one way

of demonstrating his abilities, since he claimed himself to be a playwriter.

Key words : Postcoloniality, Dramas, Playwriter, the People, counter-discourse,

Imaginative Geography, Madangguk, Gut, Strategic Essentialism
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