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A study on the characteristics of modern woman space in Mujung

Gwak, Yeong-MiRoh, Sang-Rae

To put the characters in a certain place, surroundings, space is related to
making the writer's unconsciousness appear in a full scale view. However, it
can be pointed out that the space setting of woman character in Mujung is
somewhat problematic. Therefore, this thesis tries to clarify the limitation of
modernity which Mujung has through the woman space seized in the gender
view of modern intellectual man.

The space which the writer sets up is a very effective device to give
shape to the theme, and also is a nexus of meaning to make the raison d’tre
of character clear. Yeong-chae leaves for the space in which some men to
protect herself are: for the prison of Pyungyang in which her father and elder
brother are, and then for Seoul in which Hyung-sik is. Such Yeong-chae's
shiftings are pictured in a dependent and passive way, in that she proceeds to
a space to protect or entrust herself, not to carve out her fortune. The place
in which she settles down is Room of Gisaeng in Dabanggol. The Room, the
minimum space which is permitted to her, is a space in which she confides
or imprisons herself throughly. Naturally, she, denying the Room, seeks for
Hyung-sik, and see him. But he, perceiving the Room as ‘a dirty and foul'
space, denies her. In that situation, nothing is left to her except the body of
her own. However, the problem is that the Hyung-sik's view which desires
for her body watches, and possesses her body exclusively in a genderized view
of man. After all, Yeong-chae's space of body results in the space of the
other which enables to find the irresolute inner subjecthood of modern man.
Futhermore, the inner space of Hyung-sik which is made into a full scale view
by reflecting the desire and anxiety for her body in the unconsciousness, after
all, will be a space of origin of ‘bodily writing' of modern man who tries to
include, and represent the woman's body in language.

The representatives of a home in space of modern can be said a symbol
of man, which demonstrates “the gate on which the nameplate marked by
Kim Kwang-hyun”, Seon-hyeong's father. Her father's house to Seon-hyeong
was a world and a universe of her own. She grows old internalizing the
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spiritual world identical with the thoughts of her father within her father's
space. The body grows, and changes, but her spiritual world remains still in
the same place that she used to be in, which is a kind of Jonah complex.
And she shows a feature of feudalistic and passive woman to shift the space
of father to that of husband. Such setting of space shifting may result from
an exhibition of the writer's unconsciousness to post woman as a supporter
of man in home. Therefore, it is found out that the very “romantic love”
which she dreams of is the gist of Lee Kwang-soo's enlightmental love, and
also is a device which covers up the writer's desire that gets woman to
arrive at the home safely, that is, the space of an affinity.

Therefore, it can be said that Mujung is the narratives which recreates,
reconstructs the ‘custom womanhood' which is necessary for the modern
space. Finally, the woman space which Lee Kwang-soo sets up in Mujung
shows up the void premodern space wearing an outer cover of modern.

Key words:Room of Giesaeng, Romantic love, Mujung, Sexuality,

Woman space, Body, Lee Kwang- su, Mind, Father's house,
Jonah complex
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