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Organization of literary logic stated to self-identity and critical
practice : A study on Jung Tae-yong

Kang, So-Yeon

1950s and 60s were the decades when Korea experienced devastation,
material shortage as well as spiritual confusion. Hence the literary criticism,
which faced the social conditions of the period, took on introspectional and
transitional characters and found itself at the crossroad in search of new
avenues of criticism.

In response to a calling of history, Jung Tae-yong struggled with national
literature of Korea. Having realized the importance of critical practice he
attempted to lay a theoretical ground to the literary criticism that had been
deficient up to that period.

Since he lived through the harsh social condition of the period punctured
with such epochal events as war, division of the country and April 19 students
uprising, Jung Tae-yong emphasized a guiding role of literary criticism while
he searched for aesthetic value of literature, including poetry.

Beneath his spirit of criticism lies the spirit of the times and historical
consciousness which emphasized the value of engagement of literature with
social reality, and his such sense of nationalistic identity made him critically
accept traditional and western ideas.

Although the critical frame of reference he adopted boils down to logic
and self-identity, he critique was limited as it ended with the superficial
assessments of poems and novels, because his practical works in the theories
of author ad poet lacked the solid methodology of literary studies and the
frame of analysis.

Nonetheless, throughout the period while he worked as a literary critic,
Jung Tae-yong, enthusiastic about linking literature with society, was consistent

in retaining critical logic of self-identity and published numerous works in
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unbiased literary criticism in a theory-criticism and a practice-criticism.
Especially, he proved himself to be a professional critic rare among his
contemporary who raised the status of critics in the Korean literary history by
exploring the interface between literary criticism and literary history through

his serial works on poets.

Key words : spirit of the times, engagement with reality, national

self-identity, professional critic, logicality, aesthetic interest
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