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Representing Strategy for National Discourse
in Play <Gomok> by Ham Sae Deok

Baik, Seung-Suk

This paper intends to find the ‘national discourse’ expressed in <Gomok>
written by Ham Sae Deok during the Liberation period. Most of the
dialogues in <Gomok> pursue the substitution of the concept of rightists for
leftists. <Gomok> tried to redefine the concepts of ‘People', ‘Nation', and
‘State'. This is for the national discourse centered round leftists.

Ham Sae Deok made two devices to form the national discourse, First, he
used evolutional viewpoint of time. <Gomok> wanted to express the inevitability
of feudal rightists' collapse through the ideas of continuity and universality in
modern view of history. Second is the articulation of populism and nationalism.
This is to abstract North Korea's political power as a nation-state centered in
people, and to represent South Korea as an antinational dictatorship.

<Gomok> of Ham Sae Deok has a fault derived from partial political intention.
But this play also gains a high position in the history of Korean plays by
challenging the concept of historical play's totality of Lukacs' and by obtaining

Some success.
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