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A New Research of <Baebijangjeon(FEHi{H)>

Yook, Jae-Yong

This study is aimed at taking Baebijangjeon into consideration through an
inter-disciplinary approach. Many elements of tourism are revealed in
Baebijangjeon. Therefore, a deeper analysis of the work was made by applying
a tourism theory to the past Korean literary researches on Baebijangjeon.

All courses from the moment Baebijang leaves for Jeju(i#/H) Island until
the appointment as the chief of Jeongui(J%%) township were depicted as
the rites of passage which served as a big step to Baebijang's sobering
mentality. The rites of passage consist of rites of separation, transition rites,
and rites of incorporation. Baebijang has experienced all three rites of
passage while in Jeju Island.

First, Baebijang had a rite of separation, an experience of big waves with
a lord and other officers on board on the way to Jeju Island for service.
After that, Baebijang, claiming himself as a faithful husband, had a
transition rite of experiencing severe humiliation because of his love affair.

Baebijang, stationed in Jeju Island, felt a sense of inversion in a liminal
situation like a tourist, unusually showing his behavior of lusting for the
beauty of Aerang(Z/K). In this liminoid circumstance, tourists seem to
commit more aggressive, loose and dissolute wrongdoings by breaking away
from the routine of daily life.

Finally, in the latter part of the story, Baebijang was also humiliated at
the process of questions and answers with a female diver and a boatman,
but he had a rites of incorporation of being appointed as the chief of Jeongui
township with help of a lord. Baebijang goes through sobering mentality and
mental maturization through these stages, in effect, becoming a magnificent
official who administers the subjects with an exemplary and beneficent

government.
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