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Study on the womanhood in Lee In-jik's novel

Shin, Mi-Sam-Roh, Sang-Rae

Lee In-jik writes Teardrops of Blood to have the nation whose existence is
at stake create into a nation with a modern national system in modern
Enlightenment Era. His intention is to enlighten people through various
indexes of enlightenment. Particularly, by making, or finding, woman as an
element of people, he intends to embody his modernity through womanhood.
To accomplish his idea, he criticizes a widow, and then, above a widow,
endows woman students who have a new modern education with a heavy
duty of educating the Chosun woman, and finally he makes them admitted
into people of nation. However, as he names only a woman student as a
model of womanhood with a desirable nationality, he discriminates an
uneducated woman, prescribing them as ‘a non-people'.

In addition, Lee Injik defines a woman student as ‘an other being'
reproduced by only men intellectuals, not as ‘a subjectivity' revealing her
own desire for herself. The equality of the sexes in the novel is, we can say,
a mere armchair or fabricating concept. Even though Teardrops of Blood
holds modernity in its modern literary style, at Ok-ryun's speaking to Gu
Wan-seo in honorific expressions, we can find out that she remains in an old
linguistic hierarchy as yet. Such ambivalence is revealed in his idea of
‘dependent - cultivation of power', while he desires for construction of nation-
state. It tells that his inner world is spilt up between an extreme nationalism
and an extreme modernism. As a result, he takes an pro-Japanese way as a

stitching method for the spilt-up.
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