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Literary Ideology of Dasuk

Park, Kyu-Hong

It was reported in my two articles that Dasuk, a religious philosopher, left
thousands of Sijo and the poems in Chinese. Now the literary ideas working
through all his works will be identified in this study.

Dasuk, who led a saint's life as a seclusive religious philosopher, made a
thorough investigation of scriptures of the world, was deeply interested in
poetry of the ancient and the modern as well as of the east and the west,
and tasted many poems of Gangjul So, Henry D. Thoreau, Thomas Carlyle,
etc. Moreover, he created Sijo, poems in Chinese, or modern poems based
upon his own view to poetic literature devoted to his faith.

Dasuk regards 'words of truth' as 'songs." He also named poetry as sound,
which he insists is songs and poems, not just sound. That is, poetry is songs
and the words of truth. All his poems deliver his stance successfully.

However, Dasuk insisted that the will of Heaven cannot be delivered only
in speech or in sound. The truth is not to be heard. He also said, “If you
don't realize that words cannot communicate what you mean, it's false.”
According to him, God who exists without a relative being cannot be
explained in speech or writing, which means “talking unreasonably.” He also
mentioned that nevertheless, it is the duty of human beings to try to express
God's indescribable word in human words. It means that truth is verified by
refining words.

Giving lectures, creating poems, and trying incomprehensible coinages are
Dasuk's efforts “to reveal the truth of God's words through carving and

polishing human words,” not a word play or a experiment of signs.
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