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A study on <Samsungi>

- Focusing the Narrative Structure and Writer's intent -

Moon, Beom-Doo

The aim of thesis is to see the narrative structure of <Samsungi> which
is a romance written in the era of Joseon dynasty. And eventually we want
to know what the writer would intend to express through this structure. The
plot of this story is the process of love between hero and heroines.
Generally, Korean traditional love story is composed of the internal and
external love conflict. In this story, the hero's life style causes an internal
conflict. But on the other hand, it could be also the chance that makes them
fall in love each other. This double conflict means that the noble in Joseon
dynasty had no ability to dominate society, and fell in a fantastic idealism.
And the people of low class criticized and cursed the noble for their lack of
ability and incompetence. But it also means that the society needed the
value and moral conscience of Confucianism which they have maintained all
the time of Joseon dynasty.

After the accomplishment of love, the hero falls down the boss of the
biggest saloon in Pyeongyang. But he still obeys the moral and ethical life
attitude. External conflict is occurred by opponents who want to deprive him
of the profit of the saloon business. Through these facts of external conflict,
we know the society had several complicated problems at that time. We
know the fact that the noble were engaged in commercial business which
they have regarded it as humble job. But there was not the appropriate
moral control of the commercial business at Joseon latter era. Therefore the
era was full of the struggle and conspiracy for possessing profits exclusively.
This make us know the fact that the society needed traditional value and

ethnic for preventing the moral corruption of commercial business.
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