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A Comparative Study on Modern Tales of Korea and Japan

Kim, Hwa-Kyong

This paper purports to analyze stories or talks about Korean and Japanese
ghosts and monsters made in modern times, then compare the stories in terms
of difference and sameness between the two countries' folklore. One reason
to examine such talks is that there have yet been many studies regarding
interest in modern talks about ghosts and monsters of Korean oral folklore.
Another reason is that the comparison of such folkloric talks between Korea
and Japan would contribute to helping to understand each other.

It is proved in the paper that folklore(s) of Korea and Japan contain not
only things in common but elements differentiated from each other. For
instance, as a same feature, both countries' folklore suggests the existence of
a world different from our daily world. As different features, Korean folklore
indicates such a world to exist underground while the Japanese seem to
believe it to exist in this real world.

There will be a possibility to extend our understanding toward to each
other, Korea and Japan, if we pursue further studies on folkloric talks
between Korea and Japan with respect to their difference and sameness. Two
countries have been recognizing each other as a country so near and yet so
far. This is because one hasn't tried to understand the other's culture, but
rather look at the other from one's own side or point of view. Consequently,
in order to overcome such a problem or misunderstanding, studies like this

paper must be practiced more.
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