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The Practice of Oneness of Korea and Japan and Novels

on Marriage between the Korean and Japanese

Cho, Jin-Ki

The imperialist Japan conducted ethnocide on Korean People through
assimilation policy during the end of Japanese Imperialism. This appeared in
the oneness of Korea and Japan, and it was actualized through the change
Korean's full name into Japanese pronunciation and marriage between the
Korean and Japanese. The change of Korean's name revealed the assimilation
policy baldly. However, marriage between the Korean and Japanese was
disguised under the pretext of fruit of personal love, internalizing the
assimilation policy since a marriage basically supposes love.

Thus marriage of the Korean and Japanese was emphasized as a way of
oneness of Korea and Japan, to promote that, novels on marriage between the
Korean and Japanese were written. However, there were two angels on novels
in this period. One is Japanese's point of view, and the other is Korean's
point of view. Japanese thought that marriage between the Korean and
Japanese was needed to awake Koreans from ignorance, to make them perfect
Japanese. On the other hands, Koreans wanted to be real Japanese through
marriage with Japanese, subscribing fully the policy for oneness of Korean
and Japan, to avoid discrimination. The novels on marriage between the

Korean and Japanese in this period clearly showed those two points of view.

In success stories of marriage between the Korean and Japanese, love
between a Japanese man and a Korean woman is main story based on
assimilation policy. However, with a point of trying to escape from discrimination,
love between a Korean man and a Japanese woman was described. We can
see those two different cases in Lee Kwang Soo's novels, and we can see

the later example in Jeong In Taek's novel. In case of afailure of marriage
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between the Korean and Japanese, the stories are all about the love between
a Korean man and a Japanese woman. However, they were regarded as just a
love story, only taking a topical motif, since there was no internal logic on
the marriage in those stories. We can find this tendency in Han Seol Ya and

Lee Hyo Seok's novels.
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