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A Study on the Drama of Jeon jin-ho.

Han, Og-Keun

We have examined a playwright, Jeon Jin-ho's life and his five plays -
'Wild dogs, "High Wall like a nights, "Life of submissions, "The Moon
and hiccupss, and TThe bird flying only at nights. - He debut in 1966
through a literary contest in spring with a play named "Wild dogs sponsored
by Chosun libo.

He had become the center of public attention in Korean theatre in such a
short time between 1966 and 1975. He is still remembered by many people.
Thus, his relatives have published all his posthumous manu-scripts and
memorable works after his death. That explains how excellent his work was.
But it didn't get much attention then we had expected. I think that's not
only because he passed away at the age of 50 which is considered young but
also because there are some weaknesses about his dramaturgy.

Some of characteristic of his dramaturgy are as follows. First, most of
themes in his plays are about 'Modern history of Korea.' He wanted to
express a miserable life of the people who suffered during Japanese
colonization and Korean War.

Second, his plays and settings are too serious and gloomy. His plays are
about the people who were suffered from the war because they had lost their
homes and family members. His plays are also about the anguish of the
people who got damaged by realities oh life. The setting or atmosphere in
his plays is depressing, too.

The third characteristic of his dramaturgy is the characters. there are no
cheerful, outgoing, and active characters in his work. They are all victims,
sufferers, lonely and miserable people.

The last one is his choice of words. The words such as war, death, life,

harbor, sea, migration, and so one are frequently used in most of his plays.
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These words are quite related to the unconsciousness of the writer.

Actually, his life wasn't easygoing at all. As he didn't get a job, he was
poor and had a lonely, tiring life. But I don't think he was in the low status
in the literary field because he had brought some historical issues in his
work. It was worth while to point out the historical reflection and settlement.
Although he couldn't present the vision for historical development and left
much to be desired in his dramaturgy, We should acknowledge him as an
excellent playwright because he dedicated himself to mentioning the sense of

mission at that period in his works.
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