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Park Yang-gyun's outlook on a being

Chae, Jong-Han

Park Yang-gyun shows a existential outlook on being in his poems. That a
being exists in the world is human, the human's life is a principle of poem
for Park Yang-gyun. Thinking that a meaning of a being can not find in
humans and human relationships, he takes his poetic work based on his
notion that human is a rational being with a free will.

The appalling war, the Korean War, the end of sphere of human
relationships, makes him have a existential outlook on being. As discussed
above, he is consistent in keeping silent about how human should live in the
relationship between human and nature. This silence can be considered as
another expression to adapt himself to nature. In other words, he chooses an
inactive method than an active method as a social being, and then he reflects
his existential outlook on being, adapting to nature in his poetry. These
characteristics are shown well in his poem, 4 Flower. In relation with these
aspects, we can classify his poetic qualities.

First, imaged poetic words are acute and delicate.

Second, images which the poetic words have is from the life of poetic
self.

Third, the orientation of the poetic self is the realization of self.

Fourth, the poetic self is conscious of failure in the realization of self,
because image of time can be considered as a vanity in life. Therefore,
quality of orientation in his poetry reveals as an poetic attitude of hesitation,
and recollection all the time.

Fifth, as he focuses on the self-realization, the self-consciousness is revealed
strongly. As the self-consciousness is revealed stronger, vanity in life also is
revealed well comparatively.

In this respect, if we define the poet, Park Yang-gyun, in the realm of
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thoughts, he can be a rugged humanist among the existentialists.
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