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A recognition against South Korea in the novels on
4.19 Student Revolution printed in North Korea

- focused on Saworui Seongjwa by Jin U-seok -

Nam, Sang-Kwon

In Saworui Seongjwa, the university students who lead 4.19 Student
Revolution was assumed as a pro-North Korea force. After 4.19 Student
Revolution, it says that the university students of South Korea, pledging loyalty
to Kim Il-sung, develop unification movement under his leadership. In that
day, it was true that radical arguments on unification spouted in universities,
and a progressive party of reformist line appeared. However, that's because
the come-out of various expression on issues in question is possible at the
advance of democratization. In this novel, the image-making of pro-North Korea
force is mnot irrelevant to the fact that North Korea made use of upheaval
movement of South Korea to propagate her regime domestically and abroad.
Because of this fact, sometimes a doubt is had about the efforts of the
supporters for the human rights to make the whether-or-not of made-up by
government about some affairs, that is, those of Jo Bong-am's Jinbodang
under Lee Seung-man regime in the nineteen fifties, Kim Jong-tae's Tonghyeokdang
under Park Jeong-hui regime in the nineteen sixties, the first and second
Inhyeokdang in the nineteen sixties and seventies.

Saworui Seongjwa makes a subject of discussion on the problem of past
historical issues, which a large number of mainstream groups of Korean society
hold. It says that these groups reproduce their vested rights by holding tight
to anti-autonomous, subjugating principles in relating with outer forces. This
opinion is partly a historical reality which Korean society has had. This novel
insists that South Korea regime has no orthodoxy because of such past

historical issues, and also urges the progressive forces of South Korea to
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rouse to action. But it overlooks that the problem of past historical issues of
South Korea which North Korea raises can be applied equally to the problem
of the present ruling groups of North Korea. Viewing from a standpoint of
North Korea, overcoming of the past historical issues by civil society of
South Korea implies, indeed, that self-contradictory identity of North Korea

regime can be overcome by her people.
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