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A Study on the Aspects of the Figuration of the Korean War
in North Korean Novels

- Focusing on Novels, The Battle Line and Summer in 50 -

Kwon, O-Hyeon

The aim of this study is to examine the aspects of the figuration of the
Korean War in North Korean novels. The Korean War is the most recent one
among other historical events that South Korea share with North Korea, and
is an event that entails conflict between South and North Korea and firm
establishment of separation. In this vein, the consequences that result from the
investigation of the Korean war as it is figured in novels are of great value.

This study is part of work that tries to explicate the differences and
similarities between South and North Korea by comparing novels in each
party. Though it is necessary to select and compare representative novels
from South and North Korea respectively in order to carry out such work,
this study above all tries to investigate North Korean novels. The objects of
this study are the part I(1987) and part I[(1993) of Ri Jang-hu's The
Battle Line and An Dong-chun's Summer in 50(1990).

North Korean novels basically aim to figure a communist human model
based on Juche-realism. However, approaching closely to North Korean novels,
we can find out some changes, though minute, in the theory of novel creation
and expression according to international political fluctuation and changes in
North Korea's political situation. This is related to the appearance of popularity
found North Korean novels in the 1980s and the strengthening of Juche
literary theory since the 1990s.

The North Korean novels deal with the Korean War in the dimension of
enlightenment. Considering the social functions of North Korean novels, the

figuration of the Korean War, which is the peak of the situations in the
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Korean Peninsula where South and North Korea co-exist, is useful to

propagate the identity and authenticity of the North Korean government.
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