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The Korean War Shown On The North Korean Literature

Kim, Jong-Hoi

Inferred from the realistic situation, it is certain that South and North
Korea have developed different awareness about Korean War and the products
of literature during this time respectively. For this reason, South and North
Korea shows a huge differentiation in literature in terms of national division,
separation, losing one's home country, and national unity orientation, which
are all the facts established when enforcing the post-war literature, and the
political systems of the two countries. Considering the ideology of Korean
War that is also different in South and North Korea South supports democracy
whereas North more focuses on national emancipation; it is easily understandable
that the ideas and analysis of literature are dependent on each country's
political goal. The poetry in North Korea written during Korean War puts an
emphasis on the heroic belligerence of North Korean army within the
resistance against Japanese power inspired by Kim Il-sung. Along with this
fashion, the hatred towards American and American army while showing off
the togetherness with Chinese militia is primary characteristic of North Korean
poetry from this period. As far as for its form, militant short poetry is
dominant although many epics written in the same period reflect the domestic
condition in North Korea, Korean War, and leadership of Kim Il-sung. Whether
involved in the war or not, the main goal of North Korean literature is
ideological agitation and because of so, South and North Korean literature
mean to differ from each other in its main ideas. The difference is especially
shown in the literature written during the war time. Since North Korean
literature clearly distinguishes who is ally and who is enemy, it illustrates a
strong belligerence towards their enemy, but at the same time, it implicitly

admires the communist party, the trial of North Korean people, the military
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achievement, and their political and military leader Kim Il-sung.
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