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The Changes of a final phoneme ‘h’ and

the reconstruction of its stem

Jeong, Yeong-Ho

The purpose of the thesis is to confirm the changes, that occured to
Ancient Korean due to the disappearance of the final phoneme 'h' and when
these changes occured and why.

My analysis of the above is below :

1. Through ‘I3, ‘" and ‘A, the changes of ‘>3 used inscription of
“Hyang-ga”, I ascertain that also in ancient Korean the substantives with a
final phoneme ‘h’ existed.

2. The substantives with phoneme ‘h’ had showed alternation like /XVh-/
~/XV-/ in the latter period middle Korean but after it was unified as /XV-/
stem structure.

3. When the substantives which don't have a final phoneme ‘h’ are connected
with the vowel onset, the shown examples of the final phoneme ‘h’ is the
reflection of the original pronunciation which is caused by ‘JeolEumHwa’.

4. A declinable word with a final phoneme ‘h’ which its underlying form
is /XVh-/ is shown nothing to stem structure, according to the application of
rules it becomes other sounds.

5. With regard to the disappearance of a final ‘h’, the Final ‘h’ started to
disappear during the Ancient Korean Period and continued to do so up until
the Modern Korean Period. The reason of its disappearance is due to its

weakening and its omission according to the result of the changes of 71>3.
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