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<Abstract>

The cultural origins of Daegu and North Gyeongsang

Province as seen in folk tales about historical figures.

Kang, Eun—Hae

The purpose of this article is to report on the author's efforts to
trace the main current of our regional culture, in which cooperative
relationships rather than competitive ones have been more conducive
to enthusiastic work, and the breaking down of walls rather than the
keeping of secrets has been the key to forming collective relationships.
This kind of cultural attitude may also be seen in the free use of
dialect among the people of Daegu and North Gyeongsang Province.

On the basis of this methodology, I have examined the main current
of our region's spiritual history focusing on folk tales, biographies,
and epitaph inscriptions. Taking Weonhyo, Iryeon and Choe Je—u as
the standard models, I have traced the lives of these personages
born in the Daegu and North Gyeongsang Province region, who can
be considered great spiritual masters without parallel in any other
region of Korea.

As a result I discovered that these three historical figures, who
were all on the margins of society in terms of their social status,
broke down their ego—centered consciousness and were reborn with
a communal consciousness from an early age. Furthermore, I also
found that they experienced an awakening to the ethnic consciousness
that forms the basis of the daily life of the Korean people and so

became aware of the holiness of the unsophisticated, simple life of
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the common people. I could also learn much from reflecting on the
fact that when our human existence transcends worldly experience,
we can be reborn and enter into an existence of eternal freedom
through an experience of the supernatural realm, which communicates
with heaven.

The cultural environment of Daegu and North Gyeongsang Province
today 1s without question the result of the accumulated spiritual
history and tradition revealed in the lives of these three masters from
the past. An understanding of this flow of spiritual history that
embodies the collective spirit emphasizing "We" rather than "I", which
holds human existence in awe and reverence, and has formed the
tradition of our region, will provide the guidelines we need to go
out into Daegu and North Gyeongsang Province to carry out further
research. I now intend to continue conducting additional research
from more varied perspectives in search of the cultural source of
Daegu and North Gyeongsang Province in order to supplement and

overcome the limitations of this article.
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