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<Abstract>

A Brief Survey of Chinese "Nuo"

Zhang, Guo—Qiang

Nuo was an art form very common in the Chinese character—
influenced countries like China, Japan and South Korea. Now it is
still prevalent in China. Because of its cultural complexity, it is
worthy of a research from various perspectives such as religion,
literature, anthropology and arts. In this paper, based on the folklore
study, the author explores Nuo's historical and current stages;
summarizes its characteristics; and also divides it into different
categorizations.

Historical Nuo can be classified into ancient Nuo, mediaeval Nuo
and contemporary Nuo. Currently Nuo rituals spread across many
areas in china. It sufficiently digests the essences of local religions,
customs, arts and folklores and shows itself as a diversity. Folklore
study of Nuo is actually the study of collective folk activities to
expel evils and pray for fortunes. Activities include a mask carnival
and a performance acting as god and goddess. The key to the
study of folk Nuo is that it can underline Chinese cultural history

and the preliminary inner spirits of chinese people.
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