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<Abstract>

Re-discovery of Poetry in Literary Coterie Magazines
and Decadence of the 1920s

Park, Seung-Hee

This paper examines literature of literary coterie magazines in the
1920s from a different perspective. Literary historic views on
literary coterie magazines such as 'Cangjoh (creation in Korean)’,
"Pacheo (ruins),’ and 'Baekjoh (white tide)’ centers on discussions
of 'decadent nihilism’ and 'pathological romanticism.” However,
decadence of the 1920s in Korea requires a whole new viewpoint to
deal with inner desires expressed in the language of nihility and
death in the period of Japanese ruling, along with acceptance of
western literary trends and material conditions of early capitalism in
Korea.

Oh Sang-soon as a representative author of 'Paeheo’ logically
argues the necessity of the magazine in the context of the period in
terms of reality and aesthetics.

Lee Sang-wha of 'Baekjoh’ already showed typical language of
decadence through that of darkness and cave in his early poetry. He
presents in his poem 'To My Bedroom’ a poetic suggestion to
move forward to the world of affirmation and generation.

As seen in the poetry of Oh Sang-soon and Lee Sang-wha, the
decadence of the 1920s in the age of literary coterie magazines
means re—discovery of poetic inner world in the context of the

period and aesthetics of the poets of the age to accept the
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sensitivity of extinction, death, and nihility as a new value of

generation.
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