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<Abstract>

The Creation Aspect and the Meaning of
the Fantastic in “Sukhyangjeon”

Kim, Mun-Hee

This article aims to review the creation aspect and the meaning
of the fantastic in “Sukhyangjeon.”

The characters and the narrator in “Sukhyangjeon” take on the
description method that assists the reader to actively accommodate
the surreal events. The fantastic found in “Sukhyangjeon” originates
from the description intension to close the mental gap between the
reader and the object world and to allow the reader to feel more
intimate with the object world by accommodating the surreal principles.
Such description intension is evident first in the recognition process
of the characters, second in the repetitive construction of allusions
and realizations, and third in the additional episodes.

First, the most emphasized reaction of the characters during the
character recognition process 1s eccentricity. The characters in
“Sukhyangjeon” feel eccentric about the object world, and then
subsequently accept and accommodate such eccentricity. Such
recognition process of the characters provides the reader with a
reaction. In other words, while the characters go through many
thoughts about how they should react to the object world, the reader
begins to understand the significance of the object world and prepare
himself or herself to enter the virtual world. The fantastic in

“Sukhyangjeon” is created as the reader participates in the recognition
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process of the characters.

Second, the repetitive construction of allusions and realizations in
“Sukhyangjeon” creates the fantastic in the reader by closing the
gap between the reader and the object world. Through the repetitive
construction of allusions and realizations, the reader learns the
narrative rules throughout “Sukhyangjeon” and it becomes easier for
the reader to participate in the narrated virtual world. The fantastic
in “Sukhyangjeon” is set in full motion as the repetitive construction
of allusions and realizations, which was designed to regulate the
psychological distance of the reader at the plot level, acts as a strong
driving force that bids the reader into the virtual world.

Third, the fantastic created through the additional episodes, unlike
the previous two aspects, 1s created from the mental distance between
the reader and the object world. As the main character embarks on
the journey of another world, she comes in a direction contact with
the strange world. As the heterogeneousness of the world witnessed
by the character is greatly emphasized, it becomes harder for the
reader to get absorbed into the world but rather stay at a distance
and look at the object world as an observer. Through the character’'s
journey in the different world, the reader is assisted to feel the
wonderment and engage in the journey itself.

The fantastic in “Sukhyangjeon” acts as an element that enriches

the index of imagination in classical novels.
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