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<Abstract>
A study on Korean Literature in Manchuria
— Mainly on Ssakteuneun Daeji(The Budding Earth) -
Kim, Jin-A

Ssakteuneun Daeji(The Budding Earth), being studied in this research,
is a writing by a Korean writer in Manchuria, and was published by
Manseonilbo in Singyeong Special City, Manchuria, on November 15,
the 8th year of Gangdeok (A.D. 1941). Generally, according to its
character, the literature of Korean writers in Manchuria was sometimes
upraised to the position of ‘racial literature’ which can compensate the
gap of Korean literary world in ‘dark age, and sometimes suspected
as Japanophile literature in the fact that it had close relation with
Japanese governing policy in Manchuria. But, the estimate by dichotomy
as cooperation or resistance on discussion on Korean literature in
Manchuria can come near to make the right analyzation difficult. In
this research, regarding this fact, it was endeavored to maintain more
objective view point regarding both inside and outside of the literature.

Milimeui Yeoin(Woman in Jungle), Chowon(Grassland), and Yumaeng
(Refugee) are writings which reflect Japanese policy as it is. The
issue of modernization, which is being commonly discovered in all
of the three writings, has duplicated meaning. The modernization,
here, means not only liberalism but also premise exploitation and
repression on the colony. The Japanese imperialism justified their
invasion through fabricated ideology, and writers showed their
attitude of following periodical situation, loosing their critical ability
and revealing these issues through their writings without filtering.
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Saebyeok(Dawn), Chuseok(Thanksgiving Day), and Amya(Dark
Night) are writings which describes early refugee’s history of
sufferings as actual facts, relatively realistically. Manchuria, at that
time, was a place of sufferings to Korean refugees, but it also was
a place of ‘similar empire’ made them dream desires to compensate
their sorrows and sufferings as others. When we see Manchuria as
a space of acute survival, it was not impossible to express this
conflicting situation.

Jehwa is noticeable in the fact that it is describing Manchuria as
a place of hopeless and confusion. Differently from other writers’
description of Manchuria as a positive place where they can make
their dreams come true, the writer, through the hero who was under
extreme confusion, tried to reveal the fabrication which was hidden
under the ideology of foundation of Manchurian country. But it shows
its limit in the fact that this attempt was come to an end of
pessimism, finally.

Ssakteuneun Daeji(The Budding Earth) has significant value in the
fact that it represents independent Korean literature in Manchuria at that
time. But it also has certain limit in the fact that it accepts Japanese
policy as it is, and tries to continue the result as ‘national literature.’
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