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<Abstract>

Tradition and aesthetics reflected in So-Weol Kim's Poems
- On his recently-found posthumous poems -

Kim, Hyo-Joong

In this era of the New Millenium, where globalisation and
polarisation abounds, it is necessary to look back on the trends of
culture and also to predict future tendency. Therefore, cultural study
has become a new paradigm and a very important branch of studies
in the Humanities.

This article focuses on aspects of Korean culture and identity in
So-Weol Kim's recently-found posthumous poems in order to
establish our tradition and a new paradigm based on the everlasting
values and creativity in his works. Three pieces of his works in the
article are good examples that reveal diversity of So-Weol Kim's
literature and they contain aesthetic qualities and traditional values.
In support of T. S. Eliot’s theory of tradition, this article suggests as
follows;

First, "A22] A Seouluigeory, is a poetic expression about a
city or a forgotten tradition. It criticises boredom and snobbism city
life. Conversational phrases make the poem alive with experiment of
free styles.

Secondly, """}l Majuseok, is a epistemological approach to
things. It depicts "vF=%1Majuseok, as an intellectual and emotional
symbol and gives poetic form to it thus securing objectivity.

Shamanistic atmosphere and metaphor are the poem'’s characteristic.
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Thirdly, "3 <% Gunginchang, is quite different from his other
works in that it describes sorrow of court ladies in a traditional
Korean tune which contains emotions of local people. This style
reflects the trends of the literary circles in those days.

The above three works of early days suggest that he
experimented with traditional styles to express truth of human
existence. The Korean wave, which has mainly spread into China,
Japan, and Southeast Asia, has reached Europe. The efforts to
identify characteristics of Korean values and let them known to the

world should be made. It is also needed in literary study.

Msk 053-850-3121(2174l) 0
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