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<Abstract>
Catholicism reflected in the Korean modern poetry

- with regard to the works by women poets
Kim, Hyo—Joong

As was discussed above, the Korean women poets display the
ecstatic moments of emotional experiences that can be reached
through the personal contact with profound Catholic belief. This
ecstatic moments of emotional experiences that can be reached
through the personal contact with profound Catholic belief. This
through the personal contact with profound Catholic belief. This
again introduces readers to the second-hand experience of spiritual

purification. Their works of art are stories of spiritual human beings
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with full of hearts both tranquil and passionate, which come from
steadfast attitude in defense of human truth and spiritual
transparency. This explains the sympathy they gain from the
readers of different time and space, and even of non-Catholic
beliefs.

Religious life constitutes one of the most important human
experiences and the practicing religious teachings in church in
particular prompts its believers to conduct self-examination.
Obviously the self-reflection leaves marks on the works of art as is
the case with our female poets in question who harmonize Catholic
belief with their poems thus fulfilling their duty as Catholic poet.

What is more significant is that their poems are appreciated in
terms of the fact that they strive for “the realization as aesthetic
form of existence of spirituality and eternity” Which is an ultimate
destination of arts in the Catholic tradition. Therefore these works
of art can be said to have a ‘voice above readers’ among the three
different kinds of voices in poetry Oh Se-young presented. The
poems that have a ‘voice above readers’ concern problems that
transcend routines of daily life searching for reasons, directions, and
absolute faith of life. With the aspect of intrinsic and ideological
nature, these are metaphysical. The common drawbacks of religion-
oriented poems that they usually end up with extreme abstractions
seem to be overcome in their works by unique expressive skills.

The Catholic poems by these women writers acquire a solid
ground in the Korean poetry with their profundity and frankness in
the form of prayers. Their Catholicism is not only a source of
personal salvation but also an offering towards the development of

of the Korean women poetry.
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